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Story originally printed in the La Crosse Tribune or online at http://www lacrossetribune.com

Talking Points: Lobbying by former legislators at issue
By TOM SHEEHAN / Tribune Capitol bureau

MADISON - The halls outside the Assembly Chambers at the state Capitol last Thursday looked like
the backstage scene at a reunion tour of former legislative stars. Turns out, it was more of a benefit
concert for Wisconsin's paper industry.

Four recently parted top legislators made appearances working as lobbyists for paper companies that
want to force insurance companies to cover the cleanup costs of PCB contamination in the Fox River.

While some of the former legislators didn't do as well as they had hoped at seeking office, they
apparently did well for the paper companies. The Assembly passed the "fair claims act” by a 49-44 vote.
The bill now is headed to the Senate, where if's again likely to draw more attention from lobbyists.

But should legislators be allowed to join the ranks of lobbyists so soon after leaving office?

Of course, the trend of legislators becoming lobbyists is nothing new. The money is more lucrative than
the $45,569-a-year state salary. But three of the four working on behalf of paper companies last week
wouldn't have been able to make the switch so soon under a bill introduced Monday in the Assembly.

State Rep. Stephen Freese, R-Dodgeville, said he wants legislators to wait at least a year before they can
lobby their former colleagues.

"They'd have to go into a real job for a year before they could come back and influence the Legislature,”
Freese said.

Freese's bill would have prohibited former Senate Majority Leader Mary Panzer, R-West Bend, former
Assembly Majority Leader Tim Foti, R-Oconomowoc, and former Sen. President Pro Tem and Joint
Finance Committee member Bob Welch, R-Redgranite, from lobbying the fair claims bill.

Panzer is registered with the Wisconsin Ethics Board to lobby on behalf of Arjo Wiggins Appleton
Limited, a Paris-based paper manufacturer. Foti and Welch are registered to lobby for Georgia Pacific
Corp.

Foti, who did not seek re-election, and Panzer, who was defeated in a Republican primary for her former
seat last year, would have had to wait until January 2006 to lobby under Freese's bill. Welch, who left
office last year in an unsuccessful bid for Congress, would have had to wait until November 2005 to
lobby.
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Under Freese's bill, enough time would have passed to allow two other recently turned former legislators
working the fair claims act to lobby, however. Former Sen. Brian Burke, D-Milwaukee, and former Rep.
Tim Hoven, R-Port Washington, who both held office until Jan. 6, 2003, would have made the deadline.
Burke lobbied on behalf of Arjo Wiggins; Hoven worked the other side of the issue on behalf of the
Wisconsin Insurance Alliance.

Tom Sheehan can be reached at tshechan@madison.com or (608) 252-6198.

All stories copyright 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003 La Crosse Tribune and other attributed sources.
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LOCAL ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-NINE
CHARTERED FOR THE STATE OF WISCONSIN
N27 W23233 ROUNDY DRIVE PO, BOX 130 PEWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53072
PHONE: (262) 896-0139  FAX (262) 896-0758

TERRANCE E. McGOWAN August 24, 2005
Business Manager

Dear Senate Committee on Insurance Member:

RE: AB~2223 o

- -Operatmg Englneers Local 139 supports ef:‘foris to clean up the Fox River in northeastern
Wisconsin. This issue has been discussed for many years and it looks hke we are getting
closer to some majar actzon actually bemg taken.

Unforrunately, there still continues to be a dispute over how to aétﬁally finance the
cleanup and without legislative action we fear that deadlock will continue. We believe
AB-222 and the Senate companion bill SB-137 will help to break that deadlock’

The Operatmg Engineers are ready to go to work to get the cleanup done ina ciean
efficient, cost-efficient manner. Your support for AB-222 and SB-137 will help us

accqmphsh_;h_aﬂ

Terry & cGowan
Business Manager
SRANCH OFFICES: Appleton: 5181 A Abitz Road Madison: 4702 South Biltmore Lane Eau Claire: 1003 S. Hillcrest Parkway
Appieton, Wisconsin 54814 Madison, Wisconsin 53718 Altoona, Wisconsin 54720

A Phane: (820} 739-6378 Phone: {608) 243-0139 Phone: (715} B38-0139



